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Art Unit: 2141 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract is in excess of 
150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 21-23 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 21- 
23 are dependent on claim 18, which recites of a claim of a network. The examiner 
interprets this as a typographical error and should be dependent on claim 19. For 
examination purpose the examiner assumes dependency on claim 19. Please notify the 
examiner if this is incorrect. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-11, and 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Philippou etal (U.S. Patent #6,385,648). 

6. The claimed invention reads on Philippou as follows: (Claims 1, 15, 16, and 19 
disclose) a method for configuring a first parameter to a first device, comprising the 
steps of: providing a network communication channel connected to the first device and 
to a configuring machine (In Figure 2, Philippou et al shows a box and a configuring box 
connected together through a network.); from the configuring machine, sending the first 
parameter and a device's identifier to the communication channel (Philippou et al 
shows that an initialization message is broadcast by the configuration utility with a 
unique identifier (column 5, 48-50).); acquiring the first parameter upon identifying the 
device's identifier on the communication channel; and configuring the first parameter to 
the first device (Philippou et al continues by showing the initialization message being 
received by the correct device and continues to configure information to the first device 
(column 5, 50-60).); wherein the first device provides administrative capabilities to a 
second device (Philippou et al also discloses that the first device will interface with 
external systems or boxes in turn providing administrative capabilities to, tools 
managing a, and providing interactions between a second and a third device to a 
second device (column 3, 43-50)). 
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7. Claims 2, 18, and 21 disclose the method of claim 1 wherein the first device is 
selected from a group consisting of: a device being part of a second device; and a 
device providing console capabilities to the second device. Philippou et al discloses a 
network interface, which is part of and can be embedded in the first device and can 
provide console capabilities to the first device (column 3, 43-50). 

8. Claim 3 discloses the method of claim 2 wherein the step of sending comprising 
the steps of: sending the first parameter to a table in the configuring machine; and 
obtaining the first parameter from the table. Philippou et al shows in Figure 4, a table, 
which holds the information for the network it, has configured and sends information 
from this table to the devices. 

9. Claims 5, 17, and 20 disclose the device's identifier is a media access control of 
the first device. Philippou et al discloses a unique identifier which includes a serial 
number (column 3, 16-18). It is widely known that the media access control address is 
a unique device identifier. 

10. Claim 6 discloses the method wherein the first device performing the step of 
acquiring the first parameter. In Philippou et al, they speak of the network interface 
communicating with external systems and boxes (column 3, 48-50). 

1 1 . Claim 7 discloses the method wherein the step of acquiring comprises the steps 
of: the second device obtaining the first parameter, and acquiring the first parameter 
from the second device. In Philippou et al they state that the computer system may 
include the network interface as part of the system, which would allow the second 
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device to obtain, the first parameter and the first device acquire the first parameter from 
the second device (column 3, 49-53). 

12. Claim 8 discloses the method wherein the first device is part of the second 
device. Philippou et al also states that network interfaces may be considered part of the 
computer system, which is the second device (column 3, 49-53). 

1 3. Claim 9 discloses the method wherein the first device communicates with the 
second device via an interconnect selected from a group consisting an input output 
interconnect, a peripheral component interconnect bus, an industry standard 
architecture bus, an extended industry standard architecture bus, an infini band, and a 
personal computer memory card international association standard. Figure 3 of 
Philippou et al discloses the second device being part of a bus which is widely known to 
consist of an input-output interconnect, a peripheral component interconnect bus, and 
industry standard architecture bus, an extended industry architecture bus, an infini band 
and a personal computer memory card international association standard. 

14. Claim 10 discloses a method wherein the device identifier is selected from a 
group consisting of an internet protocol address of the second device, a media access 
control address of the second device, and an asynchronous transfer mode address if 
the second device. This is disclosed in Philippou et al that the unique identifier includes 
a serial number of the box, which is the second device (column 3, 16-18). It is widely 
known that the three options are well known unique identifiers. 

15. Claim 1 1 discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising the step of inhibiting 
future configurations to the first device until the first device is in an un-configured state. 
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In Figure 5, Philippou et al shows that at the end of the initialization procedure the 
procedure will end until the device is in an un-configured state. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 4, 12, 13, 14, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Philippou et al (U.S. Patent #6,385,648) in view of Ylonen (U.S. 
Patent #6,782,474). 

18. Claim 4 discloses the method of claim 3 wherein: the first parameter is an 
internet protocol address; an address resolution protocol command sending the internet 
protocol address to the table; and a packet internet groper protocol command obtaining 
the internet protocol address from the table. In claim 4 Philippou et al teaches of the 
limitations of claim 1, 2 and 3 as recited above (figure 2 and 4, column 3, 43-50, and 
column 5, 48-60). It fails to teach of a packet containing a parameter and a command. 
Ylonen teaches of a packet with a parameter and commands (column 7, 20-29). 

19. Philippou et al and Ylonen are analogous art because they are both related to 
network configurations. 

20. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use Ylonen configuration packet structure and adapt it to work with the 
method of configuring a first device as taught by Philippou et al. The 
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suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been in order to achieve a fast and 
effective way to send configuration data over the network to the unconfigured device. 

21 . Claims 12 and 22 disclose the method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
configuring a second parameter to the first device, the second parameter being sent 
with the first parameter in a packet. In claim 12 Philippou et al teaches all the limitations 
of the claim 1 as recited above (figure 2, column 3, 43-50, and column 5, 48-60). It fails 
to teach configuring a second parameter to the first device and having the second 
parameter sent with the first parameter in a packet. Ylonen teaches a configuration 
packet containing various parameters such as the device's IP address, netmask, default 
gateway, the management station's IP address, and device identifier (column 7, 20-29). 

22. Philippou et al and Ylonen are analogous art because they are both related to 
network configurations. 

23. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use Ylonen's teaching of having multiple parameters sent in the packet 
and adapt it to work with the method of configuring a first device as taught by Philippou 
et al. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide information to 
the device that is being configured to be able to validate that the data being sent is for 
the correct machine and is coming from the correct management station. This would 
provide a more efficient way to configure remote devices with less user interaction. 

24. Claim 13 and 23 disclose the method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
sending a command with the first parameter in a packet, the command being executed 
in the first device. Philippou et al teach all of the limitations of claim 1 as recited above 
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and also having the first device execute instructions (figure 2, column 3, 43-50, and 
column 5, 48-60). It fails to teach sending a command with the first parameter in a 
packet. Ylonen teaches of a configuration packet, which will typically contain the new 
device's device identifier, the device's IP address, netmask, default gateway, and the 
management station's IP address and device identifier and/or public key. It may also 
contain information for setting up verification of the packet from the correct management 
station (column 7, 20-29). 

25. Philippou et al and Ylonen are analogous art because they are both related to 
network configurations. 

26. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use Ylonen's teaching of including the public key in the configuration 
packet and adapt it to work with the method of configuring a first device as taught by 
Philippou et al. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a 
method to the device that is being configured to be able to validate that the data being 
sent is for the correct machine and is coming from the correct management station. It 
would also allow the unconfigured device to configure itself with the data provided. This 
would provide a more efficient way to configure remote devices with less user 
interaction. 

27. Claim 14 discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the step of acquiring 
comprises the step of checking whether the first parameter is valid. Philippou et al 
teaches all of the limitation of claim 1 as recited above (figure 2, column 3, 43-50, and 
column 5, 48-60). If fails to teach of a step of checking whether the first parameter is 
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valid. Ylonen teaches a method to authenticate the parameter that was sent from the 
management station. Each system will send its public key to the other and the new 
device will computer the transmitting system's device identifier from the public key and 
any other data provided. The new device then compares the computed value with the 
known device identifier of the correct management station (column 7, 45-55). 

28. Philippou et al and Ylonen are analogous art because they are both related to 
network configurations. 

29. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use Ylonen's authentication method and adapt it to work with the 
method of configuring a first device as taught by Philippou et al. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a method to the device 
that is being configured to be able to validate that the data being sent is for the correct 
machine and is coming from the correct management station. This would provide a 
more efficient and secure way to configure remote devices with less user interaction 

Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Cochran et al (US PGPUB US2002/0161867) discloses a system 
and method for remote discovery and configuration of a network device. Engel et al 
(US PGPUB US2002/01 98969) discloses a method for configuring networking devices 
under control of a configuration server. Reichmeyer et al. (US Patent #6,286,038) 
discloses a method and apparatus for remotely configuring a network device. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Gillis whose telephone number is 571-272-7952. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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